
St. James the Apostle Church 
14 Gleneida Avenue 

Carmel, NY 10512 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm 

Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am, Noon  

Monday - Friday: 7:30am, 9:00am 

In the Chapel of Life 

Saturday: 8:00am, in the Chapel 

Recitation of The Rosary:  

Weekdays 8:30am, in the Chapel  

First Friday Adoration: 

Noon – 9:00pm, in the Chapel 

Miraculous Medal Novena:  

Monday after the 9:00am Mass, 

Chapel  

Confession in St. James 
Saturday: 4:00pm - 5:00pm 

(Or by calling the Parish Office for an 

Appointment) 

 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Robert Quarato, Pastor, Ext. 106 

Rev. Robert Carolan, Vicar, Ext. 115 

Rev. John Tran, Vicar, Ext. 111 

Deacon Scott Bierbaum 

Deacon Arthur Weiner 

Deacon Anthony Gruerio, Retired 

Deacon John Scott, Retired 

Trustees: Joseph Bulzacchelli and 

Amelia Marr 
 

St. James Parish Office  

845-225-2079  

Fax 845-225-5566 

Parish Website: Marisa Lamb 

www.stjamesapostle.org 
 

Parish Staff 
Patricia DeNota, Secretary, Ext. 102 

patricia.denota@stjamesapostle.org 

Noreen Greco, Bookkeeper, Ext 104 

noreen.greco@stjamesapostle.org 
 

Parish Office Hours   

Monday: 11:30am to 5:00pm  

Tues., Wed., Thurs.: 9:00am to 5:00pm 

Friday: 9:00am to 4:30pm 

Closed for Lunch 12:30pm to 1:30pm  

Saturday: 4:00pm to 6:00pm 

Sunday: 8:30am to 1:30pm 
 
 

Chapel Hours   

Monday - Friday: 6:30am to 9:00pm  

Saturday: 7:00am to 6:00pm 

Sunday: 7:00am to 2:00pm 

Our Lady Of The Lake 
Mt. Carmel Church 

 

 1 Doherty Drive, Lake Carmel, NY     

(Fair Street to Noonan Drive) 10512 
 

 Mass Schedule 

 Saturday: 4:00pm 

 Sunday: 9:00am, 11:00am 
 

 Confession in OLL/Mt. Carmel  

  Saturday:  3:00-3:45pm 
 

 

Sick Calls And Emergencies 

For those in danger of death or a true 

serious emergency, please call our 

Emergency Number, 845-494-6313 
 

St. Sebastian's Columbarium  

at Our Lady of the Lake Church.  

For information or to book an ap-

pointment, please call Fr. Quarato,  

845-225-2079, Ext. 106. 
 

Religious Education Office 

845-225-6504  

Kathleen Ife, Director 

Michele Verga, Assistant 

Monica Marsich, Assistant 

Religious Ed. Website 

www.religioused.stjamesapostle.org 

Office Hours 

Mon., Tues., Wed.: Noon to 3:00pm        

Thursday by appointment Only 

Closed on Friday 
 

St. James School  

845-225-9365 

Maura Crawford, Principal   

Joanne Mascia,                                

Administrative  Assistant 

School Website 

www.stjamescarmel.org 
 

Gift Shop Hours 

Sundays, 8:30am to 1:30pm 

For info call the Parish Office. 
 

Welcome to the Parish of St. James the Apostle 

And our lady of the lake/mt. Carmel 

Thank you for joining in our Eucharistic celebration. If you are a visitor, we wel-

come you and are glad that you are with us today. We hope that you will find 

nourishment for your faith and life here.  If you have recently moved into our 

Parish, please come to the Parish Office at St. James to register. 

December 14, 2025  

Third Sunday of Advent 

Mission Statement 
St. James the Apostle & Our Lady of the Lake/Mount Carmel  is  a Roman Catholic Par-

ish with the Eucharist as the center of its life. Our mission, as disciples of Jesus Christ, 

is to build up the Kingdom of God by leading, nourishing and serving the community in 

Word and Sacrament. 



Christmas Flower Memorial 
 

Parishioners are invited to make donations for 

our church greens, plants and flowers that will 

honor our Lord, Mary and the Saints and deco-

rate our churches during the Christmas season 

and into Ordinary Time after Epiphany.  
 

Envelopes are included in your mailing packet. 

Extra ones are at the church doors. Please in-

clude the names of deceased loved ones (feel 

free to add other names on the back). Drop the 

envelopes in the collection basket or at the Par-

ish Office. These envelopes will be placed by the 

Tabernacle, close to the Heart of Jesus in the 

Most Blessed Sacrament beginning Christmas 

Day. 

Dear parishioners, 

Thank you for your generosity to this year’s appeal. 

Your support reflects your deep commitment to the 

mission of Christ here at St James the Apostle & Our 

Lady of the Lake / Mt. Carmel Parish and throughout 

the Archdiocese of New York. 

To date we have raised pledges of $87,145.00 towards 

our goal of $103,800.00 from 226 gifts. This is 84% of 

our goal. 

In times when many are in need – spiritually, emotion-

ally, and materially – your gift helps our Church remain 

a source of hope.  Through your generosity, we sup-

port seminarians preparing for the priesthood, care for 

our retired clergy (like Msgr. Martin), provide Catholic 

education to our youth, sustain our financially vulnera-

ble parishes, and fund the charitable ministries that 

reach the most vulnerable in our communities. 

Though your contribution to the Cardinal’s Appeal 

goes far beyond our parish boundaries, its impact is 

felt here in Carmel every day.  As your pastor, I am 

especially grateful for your witness of faith and chari-

ty.  Please know that you remain in my prayers. 

In Christ,                                                                                     

Fr. Quarato  

THE CHOSEN + CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 
Thursday, Dec. 18

th
 + Doherty Hall + 7-9 pm 

The Messengers + The Shepherd 
 

Digging deeper into the backstories and context 
of the people and events of the Gospels, The 
Chosen puts us into the biblical account in a way 
never experienced before.  
 
 

In this session, the Christmas story will be told 
from the perspective of those led to the Christ 
Child.  Join Fr. Quarato in this life changing Bibli-
cal Study.  Bring your bibles. 

Christmas Mass Remembrance 
 

Envelopes are available in your packets and at 

the doors of  churches. Please include the 

names (feel free to add additional names on the 

back) of loved ones living or deceased. Drop the 

envelopes in the collection basket or at 

the Parish Office.  
 

These envelopes will be placed on the Altars of 

Sacrifice on Christmas Eve and remain there for 

the Octave of Christmas. All the Parish Masses 

of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day (in both  

the churches) will be offered for those enrolled 

(with the exception of Midnight Mass which is 

traditionally Pro Populo, i.e. offered for 

all parishioners). What a wonderful Christmas 

gift, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass! 

SPES AETERNUM 

(Hope Eternal)  
 

The Jubilee Year 2025, with 

its theme “Pilgrims of Hope”, 

is reflected in the new quilt 

that decorates our creche at 

St. James the Apostle 

Church this year.  

The design is inspired by the decorative Italian 

mosaic patterns that are called Cosmati. This 

style was used in the 12th and 13th century to 

decorate the floors, walls and altars of many Ba-

silicas and churches in Rome, throughout Italy 

and far beyond. The colored marble pieces were 

collected and repurposed from the ruins of the 

once vast empire. The intricate geometric de-

signs were often surrounding a circular slice of 

marble that was cut from the columns of those 

ruins. Rome, the “eternal city”, was rebuilt after 

the dark ages and is still the center of the Roman 

Catholic Church - a beacon of hope for the future.  



     

 Announced Mass Intentions  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St. James the Apostle  
 
 

  Saturday,  December 13, 2025, St. Lucy, Martyr   
 8:00am Connie Klinke 
 5:00pm Sheila Hourihan 
    

 Sunday,  December 14, 2025, Third Sunday of Avent 
   Gaudete Sunday 
     8:00am People of the Parish 
      10:00am Philip Trombino 
   12:00pm (Living) Vincent Do 
 

    Monday, December 15, 2025  
  7:30am Margaret Jubak 
     9:00am  Joe Greco 
  

 Tuesday, December 16, 2025     

 7:30am Ana Costa Alves 
 9:00am Lisa Marie Torchiano 
   
   Wednesday, December 17, 2025  

    7:30am Melissa Manfredi 
    9:00am Hilda Hernandez 
  

   Thursday, December 18, 2025 

  7:30am Bryan F. Chamberlain 
  9:00am Wendy Zeilner  
      

 Friday,  December 19, 2025  
 7:30am Alfred D. Casella 
 9:00am Josephine & Frank Campagna 
   
 Saturday, December 20, 2025  
 8:00am Sally Pistone 
 5:00pm Jimmy Brennan 
 

 Sunday, December 21, 2025, Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 

     8:00am People of the Parish 
      10:00am Steven Camaj 
   12:00pm James Hughes 

 

Our Lady of the Lake/Mt. Carmel 
   
    

 Saturday,  December 13, 2025  
      4:00pm  Eileen Parsons  
  

  Sunday, December 14, 2025, Third Sunday of Advent 
   Gaudete Sunday   
     9:00am Katie and Thomas Dinneny 

  11:00am Liam Ahern  
 

 Saturday, December 20, 2025 
     4:00pm Mary E. Fay 
 

 Sunday, December 21, 2025, Fourth Sunday of 
Advent   

        9:00am Jaqueline Lynch 

 11:00am Brendan and James Maguire 

To Everything There Is A Season 
And A Time For Every Purpose 

On Earth and In Heaven 
 

A Time To Be Born: Those Baptized:                    
 

 

 Time To Heal:  Those Who Are Ill:  
Rose Bierbaum, Charlane Gruetto, Mike  Androsko, Jesus Torres, 
Jim Oakes, Irene Pladl,  James Eugene PLochacki, Elinor Cariddo, 
Maria Raypetera, Louis Prosos, Michael Fraad, Mary Francis 
McCarthy, Angelo Narcise, April Griffin, Jean Marie Holmes, 
Alan O’Brady, Elsa Gorasalo, Anna Galdarella, Hilton Perez, 
Dan Kearon, George Cianicio,  Julia Maldonado, Louise Bonisace, 
Allen O’Grady, Kelly Anderson, Michael and Judy Coseda, Keith 
Dronzek, Adrienne Baker, Rosalia Gasperini, Thales Magnoli, 
Deana Snyder, Danny Bendahan, Evelyn Bitz, Dorothy Hall, 
Catherine Kortlang, Latrice Hammond, Frank Monaco, Jennifer 
Dorris, Raymond Mascia, Patricia Cahill, Tony Albano, Sharon 
Holzeppl, Caroline Germano, Michael Randazzo, Adeline 
Murrish, Krysty Rose McDonnell, Jane Pratt, Santana Stron, 
Logan Doyle, Brien Galvin,  Eleanor Magill, Judi and Bob Asard, 
Jennifer Alongi, Mark Alongi, Lorraine Byrnes, Robert John 
Carolan, Grayson Danielski, Bernie Tatton, Jim Blann, John 
Pedulla, Diana Muller Scalfani, Mary and Brian Ramoutar, 
Elenor O’Neill, Nelida Munoz, Kevin Dolan, Michelle Stafford, 
Theresa Smith, Tom O’Mara, Daad Jabbour, Lauren Rice-Crisp, 
Doreen Steffensen, Loraine Tavino, Nancy & Ralph Santiago, 
Diane Sparisci, Frank Bulzacchelli, James McCarthy, Michael 
McCarthy, Msgr. Joseph Martin, Cheryl Anderson, Otto 
Romanino, Anthony Maffia, Brendan Joyce, Walter Klinke, 
Anthony Castaldo, Liam Gleason, Mike Wiede. 

  

Time To Die: Those Who Have Died:      
Joseph Nicoletti, Teresa Perry, Anna Recine, Otto 
Romanino,  Thomas Siegel , Fortunata Lopresti      
 

Time For War and a Time For Peace:   
Please pray for our military personnel especially those 
in harm’s way.  We pray for peace in the Middle East and 
Ukraine.   

RECONCILIATION MONDAY  
+ DECEMBER 15th + 

CONFESSIONS AT SAINT JAMES  
FROM 2PM - 9PM 

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION 2PM - 9PM 
 

Confession will be offered in all Parishes 
throughout the entire Archdiocese of New York 
and Diocese of Brooklyn in preparation for 
Christmas. See individual parishes for sched-
ules. 
 
It’s a great thing to hear about God’s merciful 
love. It’s even better to experience it – personally. 
No matter how long it may have been since your 
last confession – weeks, years or even decades 
– there is no time like the start of Christmas to 

know the mercy of God in the Sacrament of Pen-
ance.  Seize this moment of grace.  Bring a 
friend. 



Seminarian Christmas Gift Card Program 

 Please return the Gift Card, with the name of 

the Seminarian on the envelope, to the Parish 

Office by Monday, December 15th.  

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

Special Christmas Eve Family Mass 
   3:30pm-  St. James the Apostle Church   

 Children's procession 

 Blessing of the Manger  

 Children's Homily 

 5:30pm, Christmas Eve Mass  

 12:00 Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day Masses at                            

St. James the Apostle Church  

8:00am, 10:00am, 12Noon 
 

Christmas Masses at                             

Our Lady of the Lake Church 
 

              Christmas Eve: 4:00pm 

       Christmas Day: 9:00am, 11:00am 

2025 ‘Angel Tree’  
Emmanuel House International 

 

We ask that all Gift Cards are received in the Par-
ish Office by Monday, December 15th. The vol-
unteers at Emmanuel House will distribute the 
cards to the families so that they can purchase 
gifts for their children in time for Christmas.  
 

You can also send a monetary donation by mak-
ing a check payable to Emmanuel House Interna-
tional with the note “Angel Tree Donation” on the 
memo line. Please mail check to Emmanuel 
House International, P.O. Box 478, Carmel, NY 
10512-0478. 

Advent and Christmas Gifts  
 

Our Gift Shop has Advent Calen-

dars, Advent Wreaths and Candles, 

and a variety of  Christmas Orna-

ments. Come and take a look at the 

many Gift Ideas.  The Gift Shop is 

located in the Carriage House and is open on 

Sundays from 8:30am to 1:30pm. 

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR                                                             
PARISH WHILE SAVING TAX DOLLARS? 

HERE’S HOW: 

If you are 70 1/2 years of age or older, you can have your fi-
nancial institution send tax-free qualified charitable distributions 
directly to your church or a charity of your choice from eligible 
IRAs, up to $100,000 per year. If you are at least 73 years old, 
this distribution also counts toward your Required Minimum 
Distribution (“RMD”). 

For example, Joe is 73 years old, has an RMD of $10,000 and 
wishes to donated $4,000 to St. James. Joe’s financial institu-
tion will send the donated funds ($4,000) directly to the church 
and will report that his total RMD was $10,000, with only 
$6,000 to be included in his gross income.  

The process is easy to reduce taxable income while donating 
to your parish. Simply contact your financial institution/manager 
to send the amount you wish to donate directly to the church or 
charity. There is no limit on the number of distributions they can 
send.  

To take advantage of this for 2025, it must be done before 
year end.                                           

(Please note that you need to speak to your financial and tax 
advisors, since the parish does not give specific tax advice.) 

Memorials for December 15th - 21st  
 

The Bread and Wine offered     

In The Chapel is   

In Memory of  Jake Aaron Nicol 

Donated by Cathy Nicol 
 

The Sanctuary Candle Burning       

In The Chapel is   

In Memory of  Jake Aaron Nicol 

Donated by Cathy Nicol 

OUR PARISH’S CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 
 
The Christmas collection not only helps us get 
through the costly winter season, but also gives 
us a much-needed boost into the new year.  En-
velopes are available in your packets and at the 
doors of the church. Your generosity is much ap-
preciated!   
 

Helping to keep St. James strong and active! 



The Spirit of Advent 
 

 Advent is marked by a spirit of expectation, of anticipation, of preparation, of longing. There is a yearning for deliv-
erance from the evils of the world, first expressed by Israelite slaves in Egypt as they cried out from their bitter oppression. 
It is the cry of those who have experienced the tyranny of injustice in a world under the curse of sin, and yet who have 
hope of deliverance by a God who has heard the cries of oppressed slaves and brought deliverance!  It is that hope, how-
ever faint at times, and that God, however distant He sometimes seems, which brings to the world the anticipation of a 
King who will rule with truth and justice and righteousness over His people and in His creation. It is that hope that once 
anticipated, and now anticipates anew, the reign of an Anointed One, a Messiah, who will bring peace and justice and 
righteousness to the world. 
  Part of the expectation also anticipates a judgment on sin and a calling of the world to accountability before God. 
We long for God to come and set the world right! Yet, as the prophet Amos warned, the expectation of a coming judgment 
at the "Day of the Lord" may not be the day of light that we might want, because the penetrating light of God’s judgment on 
sin will shine just as brightly on God’s people. 

  The time of judgment is at hand.  That is why we are reminded of the cry of the Baptist:  “Repent, Make straight the 
way for the Lord!” Because of this important truth the Season of Advent also has been a time of fasting and penitence for 
sins similar to the Season of Lent however with a different emphasis. Advent has come to be celebrated more in terms of 
expectation or anticipation. Yet, the anticipation of the Coming of the Messiah throughout the Old Testament and Judaism 
was not just in connection with remembrance of sins. It was also in the context of oppression and injustice, the longing for 
redemption, not just from personal guilt and sin but also from the systemic evil of the world expressed in evil empires and 
tyrants. It is in that sense that all creation groans for its redemption as we witness the evil that so dominates our world 
(Rom 8:18-25). 
  Of course, there is the problem of longing for vindication from an evil world when we are contributors to that evil. 
This is the power of the images of Amos when he warns about longing for the "Day of the Lord" that will really be a day of 
darkness (Amos 5:18-20). Still, even with Amos’ warning the time of Advent is one of expectation and anticipation, a long-
ing for God's actions to restore all things and vindicate the righteous. This is why during Advent we as Christians also an-
ticipate the Second Coming as a twin theme of the season. So, while we focus on penitence during Advent, the spirit of 
that expectation from the Old Testament is captured with a joyous sense of expectancy. Rather than a time of Lenten 
mourning and sorrowful fasting, Advent is celebrated as a time of glad purification and joyful longing as we await the com-
ing of the King. 

  So, we celebrate with gladness the great promise in the Advent, yet knowing that there is also a somber tone as 
the theme of judgment is added to the theme of promise. This is reflected in some of the Scripture readings for Advent, in 
which there is a strong prophetic tone of accountability and judgment on sin. But this is also faithful to the role of the Com-
ing King who comes to rule, save, and judge the world. 

  Because of the dual themes,  Advent is a time of preparation that is marked by prayer and personal sacri-
fice.  While Lent is characterized by fasting and a spirit of penitence, Advent’s prayers are prayers of humble devotion and 
commitment, prayers of submission, prayers for deliverance, prayers from those walking in darkness who are awaiting a 
and anticipating a great light (Is 9)! 

  The spirit of Advent is expressed well in the parable of the bridesmaids who are anxiously awaiting the coming of 
the Bridegroom (Matt 25:1-13). There is profound joy at the Bridegroom’s expected coming. And yet a warning of the need 
for preparation echoes through the parable. But even then, the prayer of Advent is still:  Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and 
ransom captive Israel! 

 6 Steps for a Good Confession  
 

1) Examine your conscience to ascertain which sins have you have committed since your last good confes-
sion.  
2) Be sincerely sorry for your sins.  
3) Confess your sins to the priest. Say: “Bless me Father for I have sinned, it has been _____ since my last 
confession. I am a single/married man/woman (with children). These are my sins…”  
4) Make certain you confess all your mortal sins and the number of times you committed each one.  
5) After your confession, do the penance the priest gives to you.  
6) Pray daily for the strength to avoid the occasion of sin, especially for those sins you were just absolved 
from.  
 

Act of Contrition  
O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended You, and I detest all my sins because I dread the loss of 
Heaven and the pains of Hell, but most of all because they offend You, my God, Who are all good and deserv-
ing of all my love. I firmly resolve, with the help of your grace, to confess my sins, to do penance, and to amend 
my life. Amen. 
 
Before Bed Each Night Pray:  Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Act of Contrition 

http://www.cresourcei.org/cylent.html


Ages 7+ December 14, 2025 • Matthew 11:2-11 


